Isochromenones are structurally related to the chromenones, (Hill, 1986). They have a wide range of biological activities (Hill, 1986; Canendo et al., 1997; Whyte et al., 1996). Isocoumarins (Barry, 1964) are also useful intermediates in the synthesis of a variety of important compounds including some carbocyclic and heterocyclic compounds. In view of their natural occurrence, biological activities and utility as synthetic intermediates, we have synthesized the title compound, and reported herein its crystal structure.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 16 H 12 O 3 , contains two crystallographically independent molecules. The isochromene ring system is planar (maximum deviation 0.024 Å ) and is oriented at dihedral angles of 2.63 (3) and 0.79 (3) with respect to the methoxybenzene rings in the two independent molecules.
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